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Comcepitons af Hirtory
It is & well-known fact that with the single exception of the Bdjalaradgini
'I{Hulnr].' of Kishmir) there i no historical text in Sanskrit dealing with
ﬂ'il: wh-:ui-:- or 1!".'1:11 parts of India, But ideas of hugrr:.' and historical h[fﬂ.—
'.llm: were not altogether lacking. Such literature, ln an embryonic form,
may be traced in the Ndr@iamsd or hero-lauds which formed an essential
feature in the preparstory ceremonies of the year-long celebration of
horse-sacrifice. Ten days were devoted o this, "whereby the nobilicy and
great decds of kings were sung by priest and warrior musicians . . . while
the recitation of legends in verse accompanied variouws events of life",1
m first definite and comprebensive pronouncement on fikde or
is to be found in the Arfaifira of Kautilya which is believed by
|man1,.r 1o have been written in the third century 0., but may be of same-
what later date, about the beginning of the Christian cra. The relevAnt
is s fnll-nwn “The three Vedas, Saima, Rik and Yajus, constme
the triple Vedas. These together with Atharva-veda and the [dhisa-veda
are (knovn as) the Vedas” (Bk, I, Ch, TIL}*
{ In the next chapter but one, Jibdis & defined as: "Purigs, Tdvrita,
|EJ.'.J'|5. ivikd, Udbharana, Dharmadiarra, and Arthaidstra are (known by

th:nmjluhin. (Bk. I, Ch. V.)

A careful consideration of these two passages leads 10 the following tm-
portant conclusions:

0. frifdra was given a very high rank in the domain of knowledge. Its
mugmmu as the fifth Veda imvested it with almost o sacrosanct character,
and in any case placed it higher than any other branch of literature that
developed after the Veda,

2. Although the term *Jtihdsa’ is now regarded as equivalent to *history’,
it was used at this period in a very different or rather more comprehensve
Bensc,

4. ltikise included within its scope a variety of subjects specifically

1 Ty Cambrigpe Hiiary of Indis [Cambaidge, 15a2), i, 355,
* Nawilpa's Arihaibira, tr. by Shansasustry (Bangabore, 15057, P2 7 11



' Ideas of History in the Early Empires and Literatures
named in the second passage. Ith:ﬁﬁcﬂtnmplﬂﬂ,mmﬂ
unturl‘ﬂTLa:hnFlhﬂr but we may obtain o general ﬂﬂ-lﬂ'hﬂrh
l.‘-l.l:!-Ell'lg what was actually understood by them in ancient

i. The Puripa is Mumﬂaﬂm&ﬂmm
eighteen in number, which did not asume Mrmﬁr-ﬂh;:&u-
the Christian era. Burt it is likely that they were all ulfirnately derived
fmn.andwrumﬂvnrﬁnm:@ ext, or a
genws of literature, in the nature of a compilasion ancedutes,
songs and lore that had come down through the ages. According to the
tradition preserved in some of the exiting .Fm texts, the original
Prrdnae was compiled from these materiab by Vydza wha tavghe this-and
the ftifdse to » disciple of his. After that Be compased the Mokibhsrata,
hhﬁuuhﬁzmﬂmwmwhmm
denote_tales and nntcdntu hmﬂ:& down from old days, rather than a
Ph'rﬂ.'p.u' text of the mh.n!' pe.

1. f@m&uh:mhteﬁbgﬁhm%m bt taken by Gana-
pati Sastrl to mean the * This latter interpretation is opposed to the
Purinic tradition have seen above, distinguishes Jiihdra from
the Epics. Jiierita literally means occurrence of event, and poszibly denotes
the traditional account of men and things of the times that are past, and
thus makes the nearest approach w what we understand now by history,

iit, Akhpdrikd means anecdotes and stofies, but a5 the ﬁm!;-rnlm denees
the same thing, it must have some distinctive characteristics, Ganapat
Sastri renders it as an scoount of divine and homan beings.*

iv, Lldiheraga, mMﬁ muost probably refers 1o typical stories,
biographies or events which ﬂPiu:::nted :-f:c imprartant moral prmciples
or political precepts, Ganapati Sastri's rendering®—audie and wisdmnd
—ie hardly acceptable.

v-vi. Diarmaiditra and Arthaidstra, though taken by Ganapati Sastri as
the well-known texts of these two classes,® possibly refer to the subject-

matter dealt with by them, rather than any specific texts.

It would thus appear that fifdse, as unden ¢ only
inclwded I'u:t-nn:a] chronicles © n:.ilii'!:: : wigest ![::iur%t miany
things more, and may be said 10 comprise almost all the topics concerning
& man outside the sphece of religion. It seems 1o mhmth:mz.d-fmr
only of historical persops and events, but also of traditions "con COnCEraing
them, the political, social, moral and economic theortes and their practical
ap]:H-:ntiam'ls-, legal usages and institutions, otc. The great epic Makdbbdrata,
in it8 extant form, closely corresponds to this type of T,

That this mmpuﬂmuh'e .I.df'ﬂ. of [tikdia persistéd down 10 a very late
age is indicated by two verses in the Jaina Jn'i FPrardna by Jmamu who

¥ irihariieia, e by Gunrplh-hm'l I:Tnm Agg), & 53
* Thid, ® Bk, 3060
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flourished in the ninth century AD. These verses may be translated as
follows: Ik 12 & very desicable subject. According o fradition it
relutes “what actually happened”. It is also described as fteria, mfthya,
and dmmdpa (authentic traditon). It is also called Aroha for it was compoded
by the his [sages), Sitis, for it instructs through gpood and pleasant dis-
courses, and Dhermafistra, for it prescribes digrma (religion or moral
principles’? ' :

In the eourse of time some of the constituent elements of bistory such as
the Puripa, Arthaidura, and Dharmaitstra developed inio independent sub-
Jects of study. The connotation of fihdsa accordingly underwent a great
change, and was fifactically narrowed dows to a record of past events or
occurrences. But still the influence of the old and comprehensive idea i
eleirly seen in the following standard definition of Rihdre: ‘Itihisa means
past events accompanied by or arranged in the form of stories (kaihd-
wukiom), and eonveving imstructon in diaormas [(mosals), m-j.h_'{wnlr.h:l,

lh‘m idesire) and mekys (Ealvafion)”," ie. the four ultimate ends of a
human being. S

Calloction af Materials

We may now proceed to discuss the attitude of the ancient Indinns
tovards history, as properly understood today, viz, a true record of kings
and historical events, armived at by a correct apprasal of all available
materiali, and arranged in chronological order, with a description of the
social, political, and economic conditions from age o age.

The frst requisite for this was a framework of political history. The
necessity or importance of this seems 1o have been fully realized even ata
very carly period. In any event we find that the idea of collecting materials
for & chronicle of kings appealed to the Indians even in remote antiguity,
This i evident from the functions of the Sitar and Mizadbar, as explaimed
in the Puwrdgas. Thus the Ffw Purdng says: "The Sita’s special duty, as
perecived by good men of old, was to preserve the genealogies of gods,
rehis (Eagpes] and mose glorious kings, and the traditions of great men,

¥ which are displayed by those who declare sacred lore in the Jiikiuas and
Pyrdpee" The Sdiar are often classed with Migadhar, and both of them are
regarded as royal panegyrists, though in one passage the 50t is called a
Pourdmke, and the Magadha a genealogist, Both of them are said w have
come into exitence in the time of the legendary king Prohu. 1k is unneces-
sary for our present purpose o go inte further dewnils, buat it is obviows
that even in the most ancient days there was a separaie clas in society,
whose function was o preserve chronicles of kings. Pargiter, who has gone
¥ Adi Puniita, 1, 3403

¥ The venie i quoted i the Sambell-Eaglish Ditieasry (1o Toihiia), by V.5, Apbe, second
adicon (Boonbay, 1gral,
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16 Ideas of History in the Early Empires and Literatures

into this question more deeply than others, has justly painted out that the
Sitas were engaged in the task of collecting these genealogies of kings,
traditions, and ballads about celebrated men, ete., and all these were
exacily the material out of which the Purdng, or rather that portion of it
which deals with political history, was constructed at a later date,® Some
of these old genealogies have been preserved in the Purdng texts, but many
have been lost, Pargiter has drawn up a comparative table of the liss of
kings of twenty different dynasties given in the different Purdpas, ' The
list begins with Manu, from whom descended all the kings throughout
India, and comes down, after about one hundred gencrations, to historical
times. In some cases the names of nearly all the hundred kings are pre-
served fairly well, but in others there are many gaps. The list is continued,
in some cases, even after this, and in the case of Magadha it is browght
down 1o the period just before the commencement of the Imperial Guptas.
We also possess similar lists of kings, with regnal periods, of important
dynasties like the Satavihanns, Wherever we can check these lists with the
help of independent data —and this is true only of the period after 500 u.0,
—we find that the lists were based on penuine records, though ermors,
sometimes of & serous nature, crept 1 in course of time, The discrepancies
amang the viroos Perdnas, and sometimes among the different manu-
seripts of ane aned the same Purdga, indicate that these errors were largely
due to copyists of Purdse texts,

From the time of the Imperial Guptas, such lists disappear from our
literary records save those noted below. Several cireumstances account for
this. In the first place the proper organization of roval archives probahbly
miade the work of the Sifas redundant, and in any case they ceased o
lunction in their old capacity, It is clearly stated that the Siter now took
to two other occupations, namely (1) employment with a Ksatriva in con-
nection with churiots, elephants, and horses, and (2) medicine,

That the royal archives kept the genealogical list i quite clear from
. cpigraphic records where we get stereotvped lists of kings of some dynastics
fior generations together, and in some cases, with reanal years, exactly as
in-the _Purdpes. But the royal archives, which shared the fortunes of the
royal dynastics, were liable to destruction more oftén and more completely
than the accounts of the Sitas, For these Sifes were many in number, and
several members of the class would do the work in their own ways (like the
authars of Aulafis in medieval Bengal), and these would be copied by their
successive generations. Further, these accounts, written on simall palm-
leaves, ensily portable from one place to another, were preserved in
humble cottages, less likely to suffer destruction from political causes than
palaces or big chancelleries, and being private properties were Likely to
b move cared for than official records, particularly when they ceased to be

*F. B Pargiter, Ancime fmdfan Histoeical Tradithn [London, toee), b, 18, 0 Thid., g 144
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of any practical wse. A stage of further degradation in the position of the
Siltas is reflected in the Mo Smrif which says that the Satas and Mdigadias
were low castes, born of Ksatriva fathers and Bribmana mothers, e,
ofspring of the condemnped prafifoms marriage, and they are classed with
the despised Cangalzs, The management of horses and chadols was the
occupation of the Sater; and trade that of the Miggadhie

Secondly, the Purdnas came to be regarded as sacred books of hoary
antiquity, and the inclusion of new royal gencalogies was stopped, prob-
ably because they would be regarded as signs of modernity and thus take
sway the ancient and sacred character of these works. Though, therefore,
some Sifas might still record the genealogies, these would Jose their im-

¢ and, not being included in the Perdpas, would ceass to be cared
for and pradually be lost.

Bt tIE:i-:l:a of keeping tegular chronicles of kings did not altogether
disappear in Indin, and we find the practice continued In Nepil, Bishmir,
Gujarit and a few other places, - ek

The Pamddoalis of Nepil are replicas of Puriinic genealogical lists, and
wHne 5t least of the old works from whieh Kalh.ﬁ{tﬂ. derived material rnr
his history were probably of the same character, The Jain Prebamadhes and
histarical works, quite large in number, vouch for the existence of the
same type of chronicles in Gujarat, There were probrably similar chronicles
in Sindh, on which Chackudsa was based, and the Assam Huranjis of a later
period partook of the same character. Tt may be pore accident, but it
nonge the less very curious, that this old practice should continue ouly in
the sutlying districts of Northern India. This was, no doubt, partly due to
the fact that Nepdl, Kishmir, Gujardt and Assam, where such chronicles
have been actually preserved, were preciscly the localities which suffered
the least destruction from the ravages of Muslim invasions, and therefore
were able to preserve what was lest in other places due to this calamity.
There may be ather reasons also. But in any case it is abvious thar the old
tradition of keeping chronicles of kings was not altogether lost in Incia,

The cxistence of such chronicles is indirectly proved by casual references
in Literatore to kings of variow ages and countries, b way of illustrating
some cthical principles of political doctrines such as we find for example in
the Kaullliya Arthaidrra, Hargoarite, and other works. As many of these
raval names and cvents recorded about them are ol to be found in the
Purdnas, Epics, and other books, the knowledge was presumably derived
from such chronicles.

Other Historical Recnrds

But it &s not merely the geneabory and chronicles of ki also other
materials of Iistory that received JiuE Sffention trom In - This is clear

J  from the duties Ssigncd o the Gope in the Rautitya Arihasdtra. As an
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official in charge of five to ten villages, it was his duty to u record of

| everything concerning a village hdﬂm@!!&:ﬂﬁlﬁ%@ﬁ
ducts. He had to regaster the total number of the 3 in each
village, specifying the caste and profession of each, and also o “keep an
account of the number of young and old men that redide in each house,
their history (earits), occupation, income and expenditure’. These registen
were regularly checked by other officers who independently collected
information through spics.** These materials would supply invaluable data
for the purpose of socal and economic history.

Such a genuine anxiety on the part of the state to keep historical records
in o proper manner is abo vouched for by Hsilan Tsang, the Chinese
pilgrim, who travelled for neardy filteen vears almost all over India, duning
the first half of the seventh century 4.0, In the course of his general descrip-
tion of India be olserves: “With respect to the records of events, each

province has it own official for preserving them in The record of
these events in 1hrlrfndldum1ilhlkdﬁhw these records
are mentioned good and evil events, with ities and fortunate

oocurrences, ' ¢

Hisbarseal Bisgraphies

Akin to chronicles, but differing from thems both in object and spirit,
as well as in literary forme, are the biographics of faumeus kings written by
contemporaries. The most famoas spectmens are Harga-cariia in prose, and
Cango-vabo, Nooasihanbibe-corite, Vikramiks drog-carita, Kumdrapila-carita,
Rima-carita, Priked-rdja-cijaya, Semapils-sildia, and a host of other works in

verse. These mm@u&%ﬁ%@
“'.'5" ! the rank of historical works. For, in = t seadily kept

in view by these aunthors was to eulogize, rather than to give a true and
impartial agcount of, the kings who were in most cases their patrons.
Secondly, the authors cared more for literary effect than a delineation af
faces, and hence their work was dominated by irrelevant topics or objeen
of minor importance which proved more susceptible o poctic treatment
and literary embelfishment than dry hisioncal Gieo and events. The
Hirgo-cavita, for example, though written in prose, contain  mostly
thetorical descriptions and literary embellshments, and though it consists
of mare than 250 printed pages, i covers only the first few months of the
reign of Harsa, and all the events of any historical importance contained
in this work would not take more than a dozen pages, and hardly even
that. The pext three works mentioned above are undoubtedly more
hilstorbenl o cha racter, though h.ll.frrl-n: from. the same defects., Tl:p:- fouir

1R, Frmansiry, ap, 6., pp. 98-a

™ Buddhiat Records of the Western Wordd, tr, by S, Beall {Londem, 1906}, |, 78, Slightly Sifferent s
the trandazion of Warsers (fn Fuan Chvang't Trotls oy fadie {Londom, 1o09), i 154l
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ather works show sl [urther progress in historical conception, Among
these, Rima-cariin (twellth century an.} & undoubtedly the best from the
historical point of view, Although, as it name implics, it was primarily
intended to be a bingraphy of Rimapila, it gives a brief account of his two
predecesors: and successors, Excluding the artificiality of the style, in
which each verse is made to bave two entirely different meanings, 10 may
be regarded asa good specimen of historical work defineating contemparary
events without muoch unnecessary embellishment. It deseribes in degail
the great rebellion against the Pilas, of which we know practically nothing
from any other source, Though extremely limited in character, both in
regard o time and locality, it 5 fasrly good specimen of objective treat-
ment of history.

The Kumdrapila-carita, a more extensive work, gives a good account of
the Caulukyas, especially of Kumampala., But it was written to illustrate
the rules of Sanskrit and Prakrit grammar, and contains long moral and
religious discourses, typically Jaina in character,

We have not only biographies of kings, but also of other important
historical personages. Typical examples are furnshed by the Kirikaumud]
of Somefvaradeva, and Subpasembirioss of Arisimhba, both of which de-
lineate the life and charmcier af 1||.'1a.'l.ll..|:|:|5.'|=|, the minster of Gu._'iarﬁl.
(thirteenth century Aop ). In the introductory portion Someivaradeva givesa
briel acconnt of the Causlukya rulers from Milaraja, the founder of the
dynasty [tenth century), up © his own time,

Callectinn of Hivterieal Narralizes

Another class of works making & nearer approach to history B the
o Ergkmd.h or a collechion of historical nacratives. The best specimen i
perhaps the Prabondbe-rimtmon (Wishing-stone of narratives) by Meruo-
a, composed inoap. 3508, Tt devotes 4 shorl section cach 07T I6TEe
number of Wopics, ard HEAY 6F these deal with well-known kings. Some of
the prefatory remarks of the author are significhut [5r Gur present purpose.
By way of explaining his object in writing this work, he remarks: *Ancient
stories; becanse they have been so often heard, do not delight so moch the
mifedd of the wise; therefore T compose this work out of the life-histories of
men not {ar removed from my own time"** Equally interesting is his state-
ment that the materials of his work were collected from a number of prose
narratives, exceeding o hundred, and that he was assisted in this work by
Diharmadeva, More significant is the concluding verse in the introductory
portion, Though somewhat ohscure it seems - to imply that since many
different persons wrote on the same topics, there are bound to be differences
among them, but the author has tried to select the best views and hence

T, by C He Tawwey {Caloums, 1gor); p. 3.
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does not deserve condemnation from !lhl:ﬂ-_'ll]]ﬂ happened to (ake a

different view. e i L
These statcmeenida  sisdoubiedy waie w drnly torical mind, bu
anfortunately the work itsell cannot be regarded as of greac historical
value. For example, in his account ul'H:lm.m:-llpﬂl'ﬂH-lﬁ: Laksmanasena
and Jayacandra, he only mentions some stories about them, He tells
us a mythical story 10 explain the success of Yavanas [Muslins] agains
the later, but makes no reference to the defeat and flight of the former.
What is more strange, he does not cven mention the sack of Samanitha.
When he composed his work, AlZ'-nd-din Khilji had htgun his career of
conquest, and had already overrun Gujarie. But there is no echo af these

momentous events in his voluminous work.

Collections of biographies of Jaina teachers form another type of his-
torical literature found in Gujarit. The best specimens are Hemacandra's
Parifigtaparvan (twellth century) and the Prebldvata-cerita {thirteenth cen-
tury), which incidentally refer to names of kings and events of their reign.

The Mathod af Wiiting Hirtery

The existence of the works referred 1o in the last twn goctions does, 1o a
certain extent, blunt the edge of the reproach frequently direcred againse
Sanskrit literature, that, with the single cxception of the Rijtarargi,
there is 1o be found in it no work meriting the title of history. ** This view,
expressed by C. H Tawney, mirely echos {he opinion b}f Biihler in a
letter written o Nokldeke in 1877, Referring 1o some of the works mentioned
above, he savs, “You are a little behind the age with yvour notien that the
Indinns have no historical Hierature. In the last twenty years, five fairly
voluminous works have been discovered, emanating from authors con-
temporary with the events which they describe,'!

While there is 2 great deal of truth in these statements, it should be
clearfy pointed out that the works under review do not reach the stapgand
which entitles them to be ranked as ‘histordcal’ in the proper senae of the
term. They are limitéd in therr objects, ©ilogistic in charncter, rhetoricnl
or poetic in style, and aiming more at edification and entertainment than
8 stasement of positive facts. While bingraphies are mastly panegyrics, the
main ohjects of the Jain chronicles ‘were 1o edify the Jain community (and)

o convinee them of the ?-lnrg; and power of the Jain religion®. ' But there

are good grounds for believing thai # trur conception of history and th
correct method of woiting it were not aftogether unknown in Indja, This
is proved by the remarkable utterances of Kalhapa, By Wiy ol intoductory
remarks, at the commencement of his justly famous historical work
Rajataraigind, The mission of a historian, says e, is o *make vvid befare
” W Phrgasankas Soeri's Edidon (Boiskay), p. i

U Tawney, op, Gl i ¥, 18 Thid. 9 Indd,, e vl
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one's pyes pictures of & bygone age’ (v. 4).°* In this respect history is.more
potent than the mythical ambrosia, for while the latter gives immortality
to o single individual (who drinks it), a true history immortalizes a number
of grear men as well as the historian (v, 37,7 Kalhana had a highly

almost modemn, conception of the proper data or sources of
history, He not only made a thorough study :IJ'[i_P'_I‘EU’]DL‘l! writings on the
history of Kishmir, but alio consulted the oniginal sources. ‘By the inspec-
tion', says he, “of ordinances {{guma) of former kings relating to religious
foundations and grants, laudatory inscriptions | prafari-patte) as well as
Zﬁﬁtlrﬂ'll records [.I'iﬂ'ﬂ!:l, all wearisome ecor has been set ar mr_r' HL ] Thm
i-evidence to show that be studied coins and old monuments, ¥ two other
well-known sources of history,

Kalhina held that the first requisice of a true historian was to a
d_EE;':’ﬁE_'i.it_'i'Eda free from bias and prejudices. A historian, like im-
sayd hie, must discard love [nigs) and hatred (doesa) while recounting the
-':-\-:n? of the past, and he adds that such a writer alone deserves praise

v =}

Abaowve aJII, E_q.]hapa had the supreme merit of possessing a critical mind
and that spirit of scepticism which i the fiest virtue of 8 historian. He
questioned the veracity of past histordans, and examined their statements
in the light of available evidence culled from the various sources mentioned
above. He found fault with the pedantic sivle of Suveaia, who bad acquired
chQFJrit:.r by epitomizing the voluminous works containing the early history
of the kings of K&ashmir; he corrected the erors which Ksememdra com-
mitied in his *List of Kings® owing io an incompreliensible lack of care; and
he serutinized eleven works of former savants containing the annnls of
kings; as well a5 the views of the sage Nila (v 1i-14}.

In conclusion he states the objective of his work which, in his opinion,
was presumably also the objective of all historical works, ‘ﬂr;i.iﬂ.ﬁ.,' ]'_IE
says, "which is properly made up should be useful for kKings a5 a stimalant
or as @ sedative, like a physic, according to time and place’ (v. 21}, A
w_n:u:.g hj't:rprctnzinn of this versz by Bihler led to much m'ﬂmﬂmtﬂﬂﬂ_ﬁmﬁ
and undeserved condemnation of Kalhaga, but there seems 10 be little
doubt that what Kalhana means is that kings, both good and bad, should
derive great profit from his great work. The fate of many kings narrated
in it should teach healthy lessons to future kings whose success and
prosperity make them insolent and overhearing) the fate of others should
give hope and consolation to these who suffered defeat or were depressed
by natural calamities or other adversities.®*

1Ty, by S Pandit (Allahabed, 59350

18 Thad. (O, wramedation anl in &

:: ﬂ_";. Eetih, & Histes of Sebett Literatre [Oxford Unirenivy Fres, 1g20], p. 162
B fesstrpnton B Pamdin’s Tirandlaon.
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This detailed reference to Rathaga would indicate that Indians-pos- )

sessed most advanced views on the ideals of history and the proper method |y~
of writing it. His anxiety for & critical appraisal of existing works in_the
light of original sources, inchading archival and epigraphic re

do eredit to o historian of the twentieth century. The solicitode shown by
liim for an impartial outlook on the events of history, like that of a Eﬁi
and mﬂaqﬁm: mast remarkable traits in his character,
valwe of this can be judged if we remember that even in the cighteenth
centiry A, Johnson, one of the greatest intellects of England, when com-
posing Parlinmentary Debates, saw to it ‘that the Whig dogs should not
have the besyof i, 22 Kgl.han.gui‘ﬁlnf history, £22., a vivid representation
of the past with its great role as an mstructor of future generations, was not

haps an individial opinion but really a general vigw. This may be
E"slill:ud from his confident exclamation, t'ﬁ!:h'at man of culture is there
to whose heart such a compecied narmative dealing with innomerable
incidents of the remote past will oot appeal? # Incidentally it proves a
general appreciation of historical liverature.
" The actual performance of a writer hardly ever comes up to his own
sdeal, and Kalhana was oo cxoeption (o tis rule. Imbued as we are with
modern ratienal ideas, we are strock by his many failings and imperiee-
tions, 1t is casy o draw @ fine between the first three chapiers and the rest
of the work. The carlier kings dealt with in the first thres chapters were
miestly mythical or legendary, and even where historical persons were
concerned Kalhana had evidently no reliable material for their histary.
Ifhe had been orue 10 the principles he himself prezched and lacpely acted
upon in subsequent chapters, he woulid have pleaded his ignorance and
omitted their accounts, Tnstead, he hos accepred the old traditons, cven
it the ahsupd length of assigning a reign of three hundeed vears o asingle
king. This is probably due, oot s miach to his Tnck of crideal spids es vnom
Elind Gith in the EF“:_‘ and Pﬂr‘mﬁ amd |:u|ﬂcqlu|;.|l|:|'r' o the old traditionas
contained in them, the truth or falsity of which could not be tested by any
positive evidence. The orthodox belief in the sanctity of the Drdparas Age,
to which the normal rules of the Kali Age do not apply, had possibly some-
thing to do wath thas abnormal attitude of Kalhaga, But whatever may be
the rue explanation, the [act is there, and e Dist possible apology for the
author has been expressed by 5. P, Pandit in the following words:

‘Probably Kalhama hmsell did not expect or even degire that the same
credence should be given 1o the whole of his passiiive in all i deiail
in the firse theee Turmiges (chapters) which he expected as of rlght in
favour of the darcs and events of the sabsequent, and especially the
fifth, sixih, seventh, and cighth Tersiges. He clearhy indicates now and

B Bewwell's Life wf Jobnoon (Lomdion, soon, i 1eq. W, e Mandlits Pranddlan,
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then, that as we go back towards antiquity the story becomes more and
| more traditional and then even legendary, and that as you approach
<+ | moderi tinses it assumes o troly historical character with a3 correct

| detaily a3 you can expect in a work of the ki Eaiin,
thoss wiich were pvailable to him, " nd based upon materialks like

Moadern historians may easily point to seve
wature which influence even -mﬁam pmiumjsn:m:ﬁ;zuﬂa general
a.dmfrablr. Th.:mlm.-ul,r be beiefly summed up a5 belicl in vt rrw:rv:“::;

o I:-'F‘:B'L'i”’ occasional explanation of events as due to the influence of Gite

v or wrath of gods rather than to any rational cause, and a general didactic
tendency inspired by Hindu views of doctrines of dermae and cransmigration

_ But it muat be noted that most of these [ailings he shares in mms’;‘m;

% practically all the historians of medieval ages. Lastly, in common with
most of themn, Kalhana subscribed 1o the view that even a historical text
must be a work of ant. He exercised his undoubted poetical talents of a
very high quality in order to make his work attractive to readers, but his
womiderfal nlu-dm:im:! in this respect would be clearly manifest to o
whe compares the Rijataratgrgl, from this point of view, with Hare-carite
Gauga-sako, and Vikramgiks deva-carita. The Rijateraigist certainly does not

- qonfinm o the modern notion that .h.'u_!::;? should be written on strictly

scientific lines without any consideration of its literary representation. But
this ideal, which was prominently put forward only a century ago, is
already losing Gvour, and a gradually increaang sumber hold the view
that history should be both a science and an art—scientific in its method of
interpreting materials and making inferences, but artistic in the representa-
tiot of the results of such study, Kalhana may be said m have followed this
standard, so far at least as his bast five chapuers are concerned, which cover
nearly Ave-sixtha of his entire work.

These chapters more or less conform to the high ideals preached by
Kalhapa, subject to the general defects mentioned above, A spirit of
detachment in judging of men and events, and an attempt 1w be strictly

v impartial are cleardy manifess in his denunciation of the follies and crimes
of hiis ideal king, Lalitiditya, and in delinenting the wicked character and
cruclties of Haria under whon his own father seryed as minister. His

accuracy of historical details, & sound knowledge of topography, an
 vigarous delineation of the character of historical personages, would dis
credit to any distinguished historian, even ol the preseat age. ﬂn}h«: whale,
considering both his merits and defects, even 2 modern historian should
have litde hesitation in ranking Kalhapa as a greas historian, one that
would easily take his place among the very best that the world could
show before the nineteenth century, barring only such great geniuses as

¥ e thon o Grago-rebe, (hasted by BLOS, Pandie, ap. ar, o amn




]
']

a4 I&mqfﬂiﬂminﬁufabm&m

Thucydides and Palybius, whe stand apart and above the general class
of historians even of their own countries,

Hdeas of Histery

Having surveyed the different types of history we are now in a position
to discuss the general pr concerning ideas of history in ancient
Indin. Az we have seen above, the idea of history, as a branch of know-
ledge, was at the beginning a very compretiensive dne, but gradually some

}i:nfita important aspects developed Inlorsgpirrate T6d independent subjects

V| like Arthaifstra, Diermaidsre, and Perdpg. That part of it which was con-

cerned with genealogy and chronicles of kings, and events of a political
nature, and thus makes the nearest approach o our modern conception
of history, became by itself an independent subject, under such names a3
Jerte, [ikdvr, ctc. Tt = highly likely that separate works, dealing with
this subject alone, cxisted in andent thines, but we have nio actual specimen
of such works, and all that we know of them has sarvived only a3 a chap-
ter in the extensive Purdps texts, whose anthors must have frecly drawn
upon these works. So far as can be judged from these extany summarfes
the historical works were more or less of the sature of chronicles which

. recontded the pames of kings and their regnal years, and gave Bricl acconnts
“ of the events associated with their reigns. There were good collections of

materials for compiling such chronicles, and even though the general
practice of writing sach political histories gradually declined, it never
diﬂ.ﬂppﬁ:\e\d glmgﬂ}li_-r. Thir in praved by il Joug muepal goneshoghes nan =
tained in epigraphic records and some literary works, especially biographies
of historical persons. Local chronicles have alwo been pressrved in some
parts of India, mostly outlying districts like Nepdl and Gujarit.

We have thus definite proof of the existence of materials for political
history. OF the other aspects of history, such as sacial and cconomic can-
ditions of the prople, we have reference to the collection of welul dats
for this purpose, and even incldental references o thelr uiilizaton in

§ treatises like Kautilyva's Arthaiinira, Irar there is no systematic book oo the
* subject,

Not only were there materials for history, bat the method of working
them inte a systematic treatise was not unknown either. OF course the
method was very defective in many respects. T he myths dnd legends were
not always distinguished from historical facts, and not infrequently aver-
burdencd them, Sotsetimes historteal events were treated mul'e]-p i En.{'Jt-
groands for display of poetical skill, vhetorical display, or ethical maxims,
and as 2 means of relighous propaganda, Sometimes the Ld-:.EJ of history #3
an accurate delineation of past events was gacrificed in making it a souree
of entertainment,

But in spite of all these defects the ancient Hindus were not lacking i a
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corseet appreciation of the true ideals and methods of histary, This is
definitely proved by the general principles faid down by Kalhana and his
great work Bdfatersigind to which detailed reference has been made above.
Both in the theory and in its practical application Kalhana's Rijeleraagin?
shows the high-water mark of historical knowledge reached by the ancient
Hindus, Judged by any standard except the very modern one, the level of
excellence arinined by this work 8 very high, and thoogh far infedor to
three or four works of great genius, it can easily elaim an honoured place
among the historical works of ancient and medieval ages. In any case this
one work i sufficient to prove that the ancient Hinduos did not lack true
historical sense, and there wazs no inherent defect in their mental outiock
or intellectual development which rendered them incapable of producing
good histerical literature,

Absene of Historical Litersture

5till the fact remains that except Kalhapa's Rfaleraspiel, which is
merely a local history of Kishmir, there is no other historical text in the
whaole range of Sanskrit literature which makes even a near approach to it,
of may be regarded sz history in the proper sense of the term, This s a
very strange phenomenon, for there i3 hardly any branch of human
knowledge or any topic of boman interest which is not adequately repre-
sented in- Sanskoit literature. The absence of real historical literature [
therefore_naturally regarded as so very unusual that even many dis
tinguishied Indinns cannet bring themeelves to recognize the obvious fact,
and seriously enterimin the bebiel that there were many such historical
texts, but that they have afl perished. The great political leader, Suren-

ranath Banerfi, the father of Indian naticnalism, gave an eloquent ex-
pression o this view in his wsual oratorical manner, more than eighty years
agn, and many have nince folbowed suit,

It is true that maony historical texts have perished beyond geoovery.
Apart from general comsideration, this is clearly borne out by the fact that,
with one exception, the large number of historical texts to which Kalhapa
had access, as noded above, are 0o longer available.

But it should be remembered that the loss of historical chronicles in
Kashmir is undoubtedly due, in a large measure, 1o the Rijaferargipi itscif
w?!ﬁh superscded them and, o ordinary readers, renderegd them super-
fluods. An analogous instance is furnished by Kauplya's drthafdser. Ie
rEﬁ:_'j. i many previous works on the Eut!il.'\ll.'l'._'ﬂ'l.l.'i.:'}: h“f't chi:q]y l;l:.mE

o -ause nobody cared to read them atter the master
B, B e mmoted, Tt o thereline, JESAIA 5. ot s
when & good literary work supessoded mmwﬂﬁ#ﬁhl%---
Jaier were no longer studied and therefore fell inta dinuse an PEERIEE
in most cases, beyond recovery. Even apart from Such redsons,
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works are liable to perish, This is proved by the chance discovery of.a

< unigue manuseript of Rima-corita in Nepdl, But it is difficult to support the

lrg-meraﬂy accepted view that literary texts of the type of Rijataradgipl, or

4 raumr:thing like it, treating the history of India as a whole, or parts of it,
were actually composed in ancient India,

A little reflection would convinee anybody of the error of thiy viéw. In
‘the first place, it would be strange indeed that ravages of men and nature
should have marked as special victims only the standard literary works on
history, and that also in such a thorough manner that only a single repre-
sentative work remains to tell the tale of this wholesale destruction.
Individual volumes might have heen lost, but it would be nothing short of
a miracle il an entire branch of literature had perished bevond recavery.
secondly, there is a complete absence of Teference to any such historical
work in the vast Sanskrit literature stll extant, No text of the Arthaddsira
of Kautilya was found till the beginning of the present century, but the
existence of this book was known throogh quotations or references in later
iliterature. There are many Sanskrit texts and commentaries which reler to
‘old kings, but there is not the least reference to any historical work con-

~ taining accounts of them. The ignorance of the carcers of, and the absence
of even any caspal reference to, distinguished emperors, like Samuedra-
gupta, Candragupta and Skandagupta, Pulakesi, Nagabhata and a host
of other rulers and personages of eminence, in Sanskrit litersture, may be
regarded as almost decisive factors in reaching a conclusion on the point.

Thirdly, Kalhaga was a conscientious writer and must have taken all
possible steps to acquaint himsell with the history of the country, but
although some of his heroes like LalitAditva and Jayapida played a domi-
nant part in Northern India;, he does not seem to have known anything
about its history. It is obvious thit he had no acces w any text dealing with
the history of Northern India before his time.

Those who do not subscribe to the theory of wholesale destruction are
faced with a singularly difficult problem, Why did the Hindu intellect,
which war capable of writing the Rfjateraiginf, shrink from similar
attempts to write the history of India as a whole, or, even if that idea were
too ambitious, of the mighty empires that rose and fell in different parts of
India? Various explanations have been offered, but they would hardly
bear serutiny, We have space here to refer to only a few of them, such as
peculiaritics of Indian psychelogy which denied any meaning or value to

4 hustory, the sbsence of national sentiment, and the Tack of that scicatific
attitude of mind which secks to find matural ciuses for events of nature,

As regards the first, it will suffice 1o state that historical chronicle of an
elementary or romantic type existed in large numbers, and it i difficult
to conceive of a psychological state of mind in which men revel at the
delineation of historical persons and events in a crude form, but shrink
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from giving it a developed literary form or a truly historical shape, which
wal not altogether foreign 1o them.

It bas been urged that national feeling, roused by a foreign invasion, is
a powerful aid to the writing of history; the example of Greece shows that
it is evoked mostly in democratic states, and was therefore not noticeable
in India to the same measure, We know really too litde of Indian history
to form a definite conclusion on this point, but the prolonged resiseance of
confederate democratic states of North Bihir ngainst the growing power of
Magacdha, the stubborn and heroic opposition of democratic peoples in
the Punjab and Afghanistan againgt Alexander, and the successiul fight
of the Mailavas, Yaudheyas and other republican states against the
foreign conquerors of a later date, do not seem to hive Been taken into
consideration in formulisting such a theory,

A8 regards scientific attitude, it i necessary to point out that both
Heradotus and Thucydides fourished in an age when the Greek military
operations were guided by the position of the sun and moon, and the
superstitious beliel in the effect of an cclipse caused a disastrons defeat in
the Peloponnesian War; when Anaxagoras was condemned to death by the
General Assembly of Athens because he denied that the sun and moon
were divine beings; when the study of astronomy was forbidden, and the
Athenian democracy forced Socrates to put an end to his life by poison for
‘not worshipping the gods whom the ¢ty worships’, If we remember that
Aryabhata, who discovered the true causes of eclipse, the rotatory motion
of the earth round the sun, and many other brilliant scientific truths,
flourished in an age which has been compared to the Periclean age of
Athens for its intellectual and artistic achievement, but which praduced no
historical literature, we can hardly explain the absence of history in India
by the absence of & scientific attitude of mind,

As a matter of fact the various theories put forward to explain the
absence of history in India fail to take note of the fact that the problem
that we have to solve is not the lack of historical writin g5, of which we have
A fuir number of specimens, but the absence of finished products Lke the
fdjotorangini. There were historical writings about Kumirapila and
Vastupala, about Rimapila, Vikramiditva VI, and Sindhurija, but no
history of the Caulukyas, the Pilas, the later Cilukyas and the Para-
miaras. None of the extant theorics can sufficiently explain this phenome-
non, The obvious fact remining that India lacked neither historical materals
ngy historical chronicles, and even the popular demand for, or interest ig,
historical knowledge was not altogether absent, bot still no other first-rate
writer like Kalhana appeared in this branch of literature, This fact seems
to be more an aceident than the result of any definite cause or ciuses.
The absence of such a writer diminished, or led to the lack of, popular
interest in history, and these twa fictors acted and rescted on each other,
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It is interesting 10 note in this connection that Kalhana had no less than
four successors who carried the history of Kashmir from the point where
he left it to some years after its annexation by the Mughal Emperor Akbar,
The spirit which was kindled by Kalhana in Kishmir led to historical
works which have stood the test of rime, and have not disappeared. The
rise of eminent writers like him in other parts of India might have led 10
similar vesults, and it iz the absence of this factor that seems to be the
major cause for the absence of real history in India.
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